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rapidly diminish. When suppuration has taken place, if slight, it will be found, 
we are assured, to be rapidly arrested. When the suppuration is of considera¬ 
ble extent, under the treatment by sponge-tents the pus can be allowed a ready 
discharge, the meatus kept clean, and, when called for, local remedies easily 
applied. In all cases treated as above, the course of the inflammation, we are 
assured, was cut short, in many with great promptitude.— Centralblatt f. d. 
Medic-in. Wissenschaften, Dec. 1868. D. P. C. 

40. Traumatic Fractures of the Larynx. — M. Fredet, in communicating a 
case which has come under his notice, expresses his surprise that so little is to 
be found on the subject of fractures of the larynx in manuals of surgery. A 
man, mt. 30, having engaged in a quarrel, was seized by the throat by a strong 
adversary, who. after throwing him on to the ground, kept him there some 
instants, with his hand on the anterior part of the neck. It was then found 
that the man could not rise, and was unable to speak, while his face was blood¬ 
shot. He was not seen by a medical man until next day, when he was found 
with a cyanotic face, and labouring under dyspnoea. His neck was emphyse¬ 
matous. but no fracture could be perceived. Under the influence of leeches, 
the swelling had nearly disappeared, and the breathing had become easier, but 
on the third day after the accident, while endeavouring to get into bed. he sud¬ 
denly fell dead. At the autopsy a triple fracture of the cricoid cartilage was 
discovered. The most considerable occupied the median portion of the carti¬ 
lage, and was as clean as if cut by a knife. The others were situated on the 
right and left lateral portions. The left arytenoid cartilage was incompletely 
luxated, and there was considerable oedema of the glottis, cord* vocales, and 
epiglottis. The sudden death seemed to have arisen from the displacement of 
one of the fragments of the cricoid and the corresponding arytenoid, which, 
riding on the other, completely obstructed the passages of air. Having noted 
the principal facts of the few cases that are on record, M. Fredet observes 
that they may be divided into two categories as regards treatment. In the 
first, the affection is so slight as hardly to attract the patient’s attention, and 
then silence and rest suffice. In the more complicated cases, the patient may 
induce death before any treatment can be put into force ; or they may be accom¬ 
panied by dyspnoea, cyanosis, convulsions, aphonia, tumefaction, or deformity 
of the neck, emphysema, &c.; and as death may be produced at any moment 
by displacement of the fragments, or by cedema of the glottis, the surgeon 
should, even when the symptoms are not very urgent, at once practise cathe- 
terism of the larynx, or, better still, tracheotomy. Had this been done in the 
case related above, the patient’s life would probably have been saved.— Brit, 
and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., Jan. 1869, from Gaz. des Hop., Nos. 90 and 91. 

41. Conservative Treatment of Gunshot Fractures of Femur.— In a letter 
addressed to Professor Palasciano, Signor Gritti, Surgeon-in-Chief of the Milan 
Hospital, adduces the experience of the late Italian war as corroborative of his 
views of the value of conservative surgery in gunshot fracture of the femur 
contained in a work on that subject published in 1866. This additional mate¬ 
rial consists of 49 cases observed carefully during the war of 1866. Other 
cases must also have occurred of which no notes have been procurable, for as 
the wounded amounted to 3619, the proportion of 2 per cent, of cases of frac¬ 
tured femur, exhibited by former statistics, would bring the total number of 
cases up to about 70. However this may be, here are the results observed in 
these 49 cases. In 1 the head of the femur was fractured and the patient re¬ 
covered ; in 5 the trochanters were fractured, with 5 recoveries; in 6 the upper 
third of the shaft of the bone was fractured, all recovering; in 15 its middle 
third, with 5 deaths and 11 recoveries; in 6 its lower third, with 5 recoveries 
and 1 death; in 11 cases the condyles were fractured, with 2 deaths and 9 
recoveries; in 4 cases, all recovering, the seat of fracture was not specified. 
Thus, of the 49 cases, 41 recovered and 8 died. So favourable a result calls 
for some detailed account, and this the author furnishes in a tabular statement 
of the particulars of each case as regards its treatment. Summing this up, he 
reports that in 30 of these cases, in which the conservative treatment was pur- 
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sued throughout, there were 2 deaths and 28 recoveries; in 12, in which con¬ 
servative treatment had to be supplemented by amputation, 6 died and 6 reco¬ 
vered ; and 7 cases, in which amputation within 24 hours was performed, all 
recovered. Thus, while of 42 cases treated conservatively, 28 recovered, all 
those did so in which immediate amputation was performed. Dr. Gritti, how¬ 
ever, notwithstanding the remarkable success attending this operation, believes 
that it should be confined within narrow and precise limits, and that its success 
on this occasion was much owing to the exceptional circumstances under which 
it was performed. The patients were treated in small hospitals, in a healthy 
and mountainous locality, and were furnished with a nutritious diet. The 42 
cases treated conservatively, with and without consecutive amputation, fur¬ 
nished a minimum mortality of 19.04per cent.; and a more intelligent applica¬ 
tion of the principles of this treatment will be followed by still more favourable 
results. The dispersion of patients which acted so beneficially in the Austrian 
and Prussian armies was not easy of accomplishment in Italy, where the pa¬ 
tients requiring prolonged treatment were consigned to overcrowed hospitals 
situated in the centres of towns, and often fell victims to typhus or pyaemia. 
The extraction of foreign bodies was not performed so effectually as it ought 
to have been, while the means of transport of the wounded were defective. 

After adverting to some of the cases in particular, Signor Gritti concludes by 
saying that the clinical facts observed during this war confirm the value of the 
conservative treatment of fracture of the femur, especially when this takes 
place at its upper part, which is. just the contrary to what happens in amputa¬ 
tion, this failing more and more the higher up the limb it is employed at. But 
in order to succeed in conservative surgery the surgeon must be thoroughly 
indoctrinated with its principles. His exploration of the wound also ought to 
be prompt and complete, so that he may at once decide whether conservative 
or demolitionary treatment should be resorted to. If the first is decided upon 
he should remove from the wound, making dilating incisions for the purpose if 
necessary, all foreign bodies and splinters; and then place the limb in an ap¬ 
paratus which at once secures its immobility and reduction, and allows of easy 
access to the wound. Had the surgeons employed in 1866 more exactly fulfilled 
these conditions they probably would have saved some lives by performing im¬ 
mediate amputation, while, in other cases, they might have avoided the too 
tardy extraction of foreign bodies, the development of phlegmonous and pro¬ 
fuse suppuration, and perhaps some of the consecutive amputations.— Brit, 
and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., Jan. 1869, from Annali Universali di Medicina, 
September. 

42. Periosteal Preservation in Operative Surgery. —Dr. Wm. Stokes, Jr., in 
a paper presented to the Surgical Section of the British Medical Association, 
in August last, states the following propositions, which are based on the physio¬ 
logical experiments and clinical experiences of M. Ollier especially, Langen- 
beck, Llicke, Moon, Wood, his own, and others who are interested in this sub¬ 
ject. These are:— 

1. That, in subperiosteal resections, the reproduction of bone is more com¬ 
plete, and effected with greater rapidity, than after total removal of both bone 
and periosteum. 

2. That the osseous reproductive properties of the membrane vary according 
as it is taken from the long or short bones, being greater in the former than in 
the latter. (Ollier.) 

3. That the normal form of the joint is better preserved than when the pre¬ 
caution of leaving the periosteal covering is taken. 

4. That the subperiosteal resection involves less danger than when conducted 
on the old principle. This proposition is grounded chiefly on the results of 
Ollier’s experiments on the lower animals; the number of unfavourable results 
which followed when the membrane was removed being much greater than when 
it was left. 

5. That the difficulties attending the separation of the membrane in the dead 
subject are not to deter us from attempting the operation on the living, inas- 
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